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TOWN OF SHEDIAC 

 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

DATE:  JANUARY 29, 2008 

LOCATION: COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

TIME:  7:00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT:  Raymond Cormier, Mayor 

Léo Doiron, Deputy Mayor 

Carmel A. Brun, Councillor 

   Ernie O’Brien, Councillor 

   Bernard M. LeBlanc, Councillor 

   Normand Belliveau, Councillor 

André Caissie, Councillor 

   Lita LeBlanc, Councillor 

   Peter Breau, Councillor 

      

AND:   Gérard Belliveau, Town Manager 

   Jeannette Bourque, Town Clerk 

   Réjean Godin, Municipal Treasurer 

   Claude Boudreau, Director of Public Works 

   Paul Boudreau, Director of Recreation   

Emery Bourque, Municipal Facilities Director 

Sgt. Harry Brown, RCMP  

Four citizens 

Three journalists - L’Étoile,  Le Moniteur Acadien, 

 L’Acadie Nouvelle 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND CALL TO ORDER 

 

Mayor Raymond Cormier declared the meeting open at 7:00 p.m. The 

meeting opens with the singing of the National Anthem followed by the 

special prayer of council. 

 

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

 

C08-001 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Seconded by:  Normand Belliveau 
 

  That the agenda be adopted as presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

     

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES     

 

C08-002 Moved by :   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by :  Ernie O’Brien 
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 That the minutes of the November 26, 2007 

Regular Council Meeting be adopted as 

presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

C08-003 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 

 

 That the minutes of the December 10, 2007 

Special Council Meeting be accepted as 

presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

C08-004 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 

 

 That the minutes of the December 11, 2207 

Special Council Meeting be accepted as 

presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

4. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/DELEGATIONS -

None 

 

5. READING OF CORRESPONDENCE  
 

a) Canadian Red Cross Society - RE: Door to door campaign.  March 

has been designated as Red Cross Month and its annual door-to-door 

campaign will once again be undertaken during this month in our area.   

     

b) Neil-Michaud Choir - RE: Letter of thanks for donations for two choir 

members who participated in the 2008 Europe Tour.  The donations paid 

part of the organisation and concert production costs. 

 

c)  Marion Judson, President of Hospice Shediac Fundraisng Campaign - 

RE: Letter of thanks and appreciation for the municipality’s contribution to 

their organization.  The President informed Council that $11,000 had been 

raised by the Christmas House Tour activity and subsequent reception.  

 

d)   Canadian Kidney Foundation - RE: March 2008 campaign.  Karen 

Buchanan, Fundraising Campaign Coordinator is indicating to Council that 

its door-to-door campaign will be held in area communities during the 

month of March. 
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e) Honourable Thomas J. Burke, Minister of Justice and Consumer 

Affairs - RE: Response to municipal letter to the Premier relative to the 

closure of the Provincial Court in Shediac. The Minister outlined the logic 

regarding the decision to close satellite courts in the area.  According to the 

Minister, the opening of the new Provincial Court in Moncton is slated for 

2010.  This new facility will have modern courtrooms with up-to-date 

technology, enhanced security systems as well as other equipment.  The 

Minister recognizes that people will have to travel longer distances to get to 

court but he maintains that numerous individuals presently go to Moncton 

for other court related services.    

 

f) Cynthia Wallace-Casey, Director of Heritage, Department of 

Wellness, Culture and Sport  -  RE: Declaration. The week of February 11 to 

18, 2008 has been designated as New Brunswick Heritage Week.  February 

18 has been designated as National Heritage Week.  The Mayor read the 

declaration.      

 

C08-005 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Seconded by:  Normand Belliveau 

 

 The we adopt the declaration as read and that it 

be posted in appropriate sites. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

6. REPORTS FROM STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES    

 

Cases relative to Finance/Labour/Management/Administration  
 

Since a quorum was not met, the committee’s January meeting was 

cancelled.   

    

1) Increase of deductibles for municipal insurance   

 

It is recommended that the municipality increase its deductible to $5,000 for 

municipal properties and municipal vehicles. 

 

C08-006 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 

 

 That we accept the recommendation as proposed. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

2) Benefits – Non unionized staff 

 

C 08-007 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 
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Whereas the municipality has come to an 

agreement on a new contract with unionized 

employees; 

 

And whereas that in the past the same benefits 

afforded to unionized members were also offered 

to non unionized staff. 

 

Be it resolved that the amounts granted for long 

service pay and sick days be adjusted 

accordingly. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

3) Application for peddling permit 

 

A peddling permit application was forwarded to the municipality. The 

applicant wishes to sell sea products in the municipality (mussels, quahogs, 

oysters, smelts, etc.).  He proposes to set up his business on a private lot.  

Council must decide if it will issue a permit for this type of temporary 

business. 

 

Discussion ensued on the subject.  It was mentioned that the sale of fish, 

oysters and other products is permitted provided they are sold by the 

originating fisherman; but considering that watercourses are frozen at this 

time of the year, it is probable that the applicant did not cultivate or gather 

the products himself. Another issue to be considered is that existing 

businesses selling these products operate in our Town and pay municipal 

taxes while a temporary business does not contribute to the tax base.       

 

C08-008 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Ernie O’Brien 

 

Be it resolved that the permit application be refused for the 

various motives outlined during the discussion. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Economic Development/Public Relations/Planning Committee  - No 

report 

 

Public Works Committee  

 

The committee met on January 7, 2008. Present were President Ernie 

O’Brien, Councillors Normand Belliveau, Lita LeBlanc and Andy Caissie as 

well as Public Works Director Claude Boudreau. 
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1) Four way stops - There are residents asking that the municipality 

install four way stops at the following intersections: 

(a) Intersection of Pont-Breaux Street and Sackville Street 

(b) Intersection of Webster Street and Riverside Drive 

 

Since such questions are linked to public safety issues, the Public Security 

Committee in partnership with the RCMP should evaluate the request and 

forward a recommendation to Council. 

 

2) Capital projects  2008 – Committee members were made aware of the 

capital projects that need to be undertaken in the coming years. Following 

discussion, it was recommended that the Director of Public Works prepare a 

priority list for 2008. 

 

Following the presentation of the report, Deputy Mayor Léo Doiron inquired 

relative to four way stops at the intersection of Riverside, Webster and 

Bordeaux Streets.  He maintains that there presently exists a problem at this 

site because of on-street parking, accumulation of snow as well as increased 

traffic which could generate accidents. He proposes that action be taken 

immediately and not wait for the case to be referred to the Public Security 

Committee for review as recommended.  The Town Manager took the floor 

and outlined that national standards were set by the Transportation 

Association of Canada (ATC/TAC) relative to traffic movement (stops, 

speed, visibility, etc.). Mr. Belliveau recommends that staff be mandated to 

look at both intersections and determine if they meet the standards and bring 

a recommendation to Council.  

 

It was agreed that staff review the case and if both meet national standards, 

that we install four way stops.  If they do not meet national standards, the 

issue will be returned to Council.  

 

C08-009 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Seconded by:  Normand Belliveau 

 

That we accept the report with the exception of 

item 1)(b) relative to traffic signage at the 

intersection of Webster and Riverside Drive. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Recreation/Leisure Committee  
 

The committee met on January 7, 2007.  Present were President Normand 

Belliveau, Councillors Lita LeBlanc, Peter Breau, Bernard LeBlanc and 

Municipal Facilities Director Emery Bourque and Recreation Director Paul 

Boudreau. 

 



29-01-08- 6 

1) Municipal Trail Network  - In preparation for the 2008 capital budget 

deliberations and forwarding provincial funding requests, the committee 

recommends that the Director of Recreation be given the mandate to 

estimate costs associated with completing the municipal trail network. 

 

2) Winter Carnaval 2008  -  The Recreation Director presented the 

program of the 30th edition of the Shediac Winter Carnaval.  The Carnaval 

will be held from January 31 to February 3, 2008. 

 

3) Provincial grants – In partnership with various community groups, 

management forwarded requests to the Province for funding relative to three 

projects. The municipality received $2,000 for the project 'Shediac 

Outdoors'; $1,700 for a youth volleyball program and $1,000 for the High 

School Female Hockey Program.  

 

4) Good Times Guide  - The information newsletter Good Times Guide 

was distributed to area students and Shediac citizens. 

 

5) M.-F.-B. School project – It is recommended that the Recreation 

Director partner with the administration of M.-F.-B. school towards the 

development of a community/school project.  

 

6) Key Entry System for municipal facilities  -  The committee 

recommends that management be authorized to spend $10,000 from the 

General Operating Reserve Fund to install a new key entry system. 

 

7) Landry Street outdoor rink  -  The committee recommends that the 

Municipal Facilities Department be responsible for snow clearance of the 

outdoor rink next to Landry Street.  

 

C08-010 Moved by:   Normand Belliveau 

  Seconded by:  Léo Doiron 

 

 That we accept the report with the exception of 

item 6 which must be discussed separately. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

As for item number 1 relative to the municipal trail network, it was 

recommended that the Municipal Facilities Director be given the 

responsibility of getting price estimates for the development of a bridge 

crossing the Scoudouc River at the site of the former rail line.   

 

C08-011 Moved by:   Normand Belliveau 

  Seconded by:  Bernard LeBlanc 
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 That management be authorized to spend 

$10,000 from the General Operating Reserve 

Fund to install a new key entry system. 

 

Question: Deputy Mayor Léo Doiron questioned the logic behind going into 

the reserve fund that we have just created during the 2008 budget adoption 

process.  The Town Manager confirmed that the work had been scheduled 

for 2007 but circumstances did not enable the work to done prior to 

December 31 and the associated amount had been transferred to the reserve 

fund to undertake the project in 2008. 

   

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Councillor Belliveau announced that the municipality is partnering with the 

Shediac Rotary Club in organizing a pond hockey tournament on February 

15 to 17.  

 

Public Safety Committee 

 

The committee met on Wednesday January 9, 2008.  Present were President 

Peter Breau, Councillors Carmel Brun and Normand Belliveau, Fire Chief 

Paul Boudreau, Deputy Fire Chief Ronald LeBlanc and Corporal Blaquière 

from the RCMP. 

 

 

Review of unfinished business from last meetings: 

a) Cadets - the manager will send letters outlining hiring of cadets for 

next summer. 

b) Letter relative to cat issues. 

c) Parking on streets next to sidewalks; if there are no signs indicating no 

parking, cars can park on the same side as the sidewalk. 

d) Signage for Alphonse Street, Victoria Street and South Cove Road 

were installed. 

 

Special committee on public security 

Following increased development in the Town during the past few years and 

increase in population and traffic, the Public Security Committee 

recommends that Council establish a Special Committee with the mandate to 

study all municipal streets for speed, signage (stop signs, cross walks), on-

street parking and all other related aspect linked to traffic management.  The 

committee will be comprised of staff from Public Works, firefighters, police 

and other affected groups. 

 

Fire Department 

Fire Chief Paul Boudreau mentioned that firefighter Marcel Gautreau had 

resigned but changed his mind and decided to continue serving. 
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The owner of a house on Pascal-Poirier Street requested that the fire 

Department use the building for training purposes and then burn it.  The 

building is located at 426 Pascal-Poirier Street next to the municipal work 

area.  Committee members suggested that firefighters notify neighbourhood 

residents of what will be happening.  

 

The Fire Chief announced that he received a plan for the rescue vehicle and 

he intends to visit vehicles at other fire stations.  The Chief will inquire on 

the cost of such a vehicle. 

 

Chief Boudreau suggests that a committee examine the possibility of 

changing the key entry system at the fire hall. He indicated that the proposed 

system would be based on fingerprints and not traditional keys.  He declared 

that sometimes firefighters arrive at the fire station without keys and must 

wait for other firefighters to arrive before entering the building.  The 

committee recommends that the Chief meet with a representative of Atlantic 

Alarm & Sound to obtain further information for presentation to a working 

meeting on January 21. 

 

The monthly statistical reports for November and December 2007 were 

presented to committee members. 

 

 

Police 

Corporal Wally Blaquière reported that he has not received information from 

legal council relative to the loitering of students on Alphonse Street. 

 

Corporal Blaquière mentioned that the municipality can recruit cadets from 

not only the Dieppe Community College but also from Oulton’s Business 

College. 

 

Corporal Blaquière announced that the RCMP has hired Cynthia Breault, 

civilian member as responsible for Community programs.  She will be 

working with youth and seniors. 

 

Councillor Peter Breau asked the corporal if snowplow operators must obey 

stop signs.  Corporal Blaquière responded that they must obey all of the 

rules of the road and thus must make the required stops. 

 

The monthly statistical reports for the months of November and December 

2007 were circulated to committee members. 
 

C08-012 Moved by:   Peter Breau 

  Seconded by:  Carmel Brun 

 

 That we accept the report and its 

recommendations. 
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MOTION CARRIED 

 

Arts, Culture and Tourism Committee    
 

The committee met on January 8, 2008 and wish to present their report.  

Present were President Carmel Brun, Councillors Lita LeBlanc, Peter Breau, 

Bernard LeBlanc, Andy Caissie as well as Andréa Comeau, Director of the 

Visitor Information Center and Paul Boudreau, Recreation Director. 

 

1)  Tourism Fairs 2008 –The committee recommends that the 

municipality participate at the following 2008 Tourism Fairs: Fête de l’été in 

Québec on April 18, 19 and 20 and Saltscape Trade Show in Halifax on 

April 25, 26 and 27. 

 

2)  Promotional items for Visitor Information Center - During the 

2008 budget deliberations, it was recommended that staff explore the 

possibility of charging a fee to businesses from outside the municipality for 

making their information and pamphlets available at the Visitor Information 

Center. Following a review by municipal staff, it was recommended that the 

status quo be maintained. 

 

3) 2008 Summer Guide - Preparations for the 2008 Summer Guide are 

going well. The guide developed in partnership with the Shediac Lobster 

Festival will be available at the end of March.  

 

4) Volunteers for the Visitor Information Center - Committee 

members recommend that municipal staff continue their attempt to recruit 

volunteers to work at the Visitor Information Center for the upcoming 2008 

summer period.  These individuals would partake in the same training 

sessions as students. 

 

5)  Arts and Town of Shediac Colloqium – The organization Arts and 

the City has invited the municipality to participate to the 21st Colloqium to 

be held in Sept Iles, Québec on May 14, 15 and 16. The committee 

recommends that the municipality not participate in this activity but 

encourage local artists to participate at their own cost. 

 

6) Project ‘Cap sur les ports francophones 2008’ – Organizers 

informed the municipality that the project will not be going ahead this year. 

 

7) Pascal-Poirier House- Committee members recommend the 

following directives and procedures relative to the operation of the Pascal-

Poirier House for the summer of 2008 : 

Opening:   June 2, 2008 

Closure:   August 29, 2008  

Days of operation:   7 days a week 

Hours of operation: 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Admission:   $2.00 per person/ $5.00 per family 
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Free for area schools/$1.00 per person for schools 

in region 

Free for groups of Nursing Care Homes in the 

Town/$1.00 per person for groups or Nursing Care 

Homes from the region 

Staff:    Coordinator (adult) / 2 students 

Programs, special events and expositions: 

-Exhibit in the Pascal-Poirier Room 

-Exhibit of Senators 

-Exhibit of Men of Letters 

-Temporary exhibit on Acadian Theme or History of Shediac 

-Exhibit of area artists in the art gallery 

-Interpretation of the Historical Acadian Tree 

-Open House and gathering for the August 15 celebrations 

-Conferences, concerts, meetings, openings, etc. 

 

C08-013 Moved by:   Carmel Brun 

  Seconded by:  Ernie O’Brien 

 

That we accept the report as presented. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Deputy Mayor Léo Doiron brought forth the Visitor Information Center 

issue.  He alluded to item number 2 of the report relative to charging fees to 

businesses outside the municipality that wish to have their promotional 

material present at the Visitor Information Center.  The Deputy Mayor 

indicated that he was worried by the recommendation put forward by the 

committee since the municipality invests considerable money to operate the 

Visitor Information Center (over $50,000) and numerous operators from 

adjoining communities benefit from these services that promote their 

businesses.  Mr. Doiron would like a financial contribution from businesses 

from adjoining communities or the Department of Tourism to help defray 

costs.   

 

Salon Expo-Nature 

 

C08-014 Moved by:  Carmel Brun 

  Seconded by: Léo Doiron 

 

That the municipality also participate at the 

Salon Expo-Nature in Chicoutimi which will be 

held on April 3 to 6.  

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

7. REPORT FROM TOWN MANAGER  
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The Town Manager reported that work on end of year auditing was 

progressing and that Audited Financial Statements should be available at the 

end of March as planned.  Mr. Belliveau informed Council members that he 

was examining existing municipal policies and by-laws.  He outlined that 

Department heads were given the directive to prepare capital project budget 

priorities and that a proposal will be submitted to Council in the coming 

weeks.  The Town Manager mentioned that Council received the budget 

from Centre-Ville Shediac Downtown and the adoption process has been 

undertaken.  Mr. Belliveau referred to snow clearing of storms in the past 

weeks.  He indicated that staff is working hard to complete the work and 

asks everyone to be patient.  

 

8. RECOMMANDATIONS FROM THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION  -    No cases for discussion 

 

9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS -   None 

 

10. INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUSINESS   

 

Summer concerts 2008 

Councillor Carmel Brun announced two concerts in Shediac for the summer 

of 2008.  The municipality signed agreements with two well known groups 

to present outdoor concerts.  1755 will hold a concert on July 26 while Bois-

Joli will entertain fans during August 15 festivities.     

 

C08-015 Moved by:   Carmel Brun 

  Seconded by:  Léo Doiron 

 

That we approve the agreements and the holding of these two 

concerts. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Councillor Ernie O’Brien took the floor to congratulate the Director of 

Public Works and his staff for a good job in snow clearing. 

 

11. INQUIRIES BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL       
 

Councillor Peter Breau inquired if Council had any objections that the 

Organizing Committee of the Shediac Lobster Festival use the former train 

station to hold its meetings. There was no opposition to the proposal.  

 

Deputy Mayor Léo Doiron asked for an overview of the property located at 

424 Main Street (former Tobias House).  The Town Manager alluded to 

reports of events submitted to Council relative to this question. He indicated 

that areas of municipal responsibility such as storm sewerage, drainage and 

building location have been taken care of to the municipality’s satisfaction.  
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He mentioned that when the building permit is issued, the client has six 

months to start construction.          

 

12. INTRODUCTION AND READING OF BY-LAWS       

 

1
st 

reading of By-law No. 08-11/Arrêté No. 08-11  

 

C08-016 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 

 

                    That the by-law titled "By-law No. 08-11/Arrêté 

No. 08-11", a by-law relative to the budget of 

Centre-Ville Shediac Downtown Inc., be 

authorized and that the by-law be subject to first 

reading by title. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

The Town Clerk undertook first reading by title of By-law No. 08-11/Arrêté 

No. 08-11. 

 

C08-017 Moved by:   Léo Doiron 

  Seconded by:  Lita LeBlanc 

 

That we accept first reading by title of By-law 

No. 08-11/Arrêté No. 08-11. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

13. MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS       

 

Rezoning request 

 

C08-018 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Seconded by:  Léo Doiron 

 

Whereas Municipal Council received a request 

from Carole Bourque to amend the zoning on 

property having PID 01056027, the affected 

property located on 287 Riverside Drive, from 

R1 residential single family to R2 residential, 

single, two and multiple family (up to four units) 

to enable the operating of a hair salon in the 

basement; and, 

  

Whereas the owner of the property identified by 

PID 01056027 gave his consent to amend zoning 

of his property; and,  
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Whereas Municipal Council intends to amend the 

by-law adopting the Municipal Plan By-Law with 

the objective of updating the «Future Land Use» 

map, identified as Annex B of the aforementioned 

document in order to reflect amendments adopted 

to date by Council; and,  

 

Whereas Council intends to amend the Zoning 

By-Law in order to change standards relative to 

minimum lot frontage and minimum building 

height. 

 

Be it thus resolved that Council proceed with the 

review of these applications to determine if it is 

in the public’s interest to amend the Municipal 

Plan and Zoning By-Laws.   

 

Be it also resolved that the Town Clerk on  behalf 

of Municipal Council publish within the 

prescribed times limits of Section 25 of the 

Community Planning Act, the required public 

notices for the adoption of an amending by-law 

and that the public presentation be held on 

Tuesday February 18, 2008 in Council Chambers 

at 6:00 p.m. 

     

MOTION CARRIED 

 

Request for advice  

 

C08-019 Moved by:   Ernie O’Brien 

  Adopted by:   Léo Doiron 

 

Whereas Municipal Council decided by 

resolution to amend the Shediac Municipal Plan 

By-law relative to Heritage preservation; 

 

Whereas according to an official of the 

Department of Environment, the amendment 

relative to Heritage preservation was not in 

conformity with the Community Planning Act, 

and thus could not be recommended for approval 

by the Minister; 

 

And whereas section 66 of the Community 

Planning Act indicated that «Council must before 

adopting a by-law pursuant to the Act, ask the 
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Advisory Committee or Commission their written 

opinion on a) every by-law which an opinion had 

not be given previously, and b) every amendment 

brought to a by-law after advice given by the 

Advisory Committee or Commission ». 

 

Be it thus resolved that we ask the opinion and 

advice of the Beaubassin District Planning 

Commission in keeping with the Act. 

 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

14. NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES  -  None 

    

15. AJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Councillor Ernie O’Brien and seconded by Councillor Lita 

LeBlanc that the meeting be adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________                        ________________________ 

Raymond Cormier, Mayor                         Jeannette Bourque, Town Clerk    

 


